
Omicron Drives U.S. Virus Cases
Past Delta's Peak

1 / 5

Virus Outbreak Omicron
A person is tested for COVID-19 at a walk-up testing site at Farragut Square on Thursday, Dec. 23, 2021, just
blocks from the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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The omicron variant, which is now dominant in the United

States and spreading faster than any variant yet, has

already pushed daily coronavirus case counts higher than

the peak of the recent delta wave. By most estimates, the

country is in for a significant winter surge.

Although there are early positive signs out of South Africa

and Britain that omicron infections more often result in

mild illness than previous variants, officials are warning that

the new variant could swiftly overtax the health care

system and bring significant disease to many communities.

Omicron is spreading fast.

Sign up for The Morning newsletter from the New York

Times

The highly transmissible variant is causing near-vertical

case growth in multiple U.S. cities, with figures doubling

about every two to three days. Officials expect it to break

records. The high for average daily cases was 251,232, set in

January. By some estimates, the United States could reach 1

million cases a day, even before the end of the year.

While omicron’s speed now speaks for itself, scientists are

still racing to understand its threat. Preliminary studies out

of Scotland and England suggest that infections from the

variant could be milder, but scientists caution that omicron

infections must be observed in the U.S. population before

drawing conclusions.

Even if these early results hold and omicron does cause

mostly mild illness, the sheer magnitude of cases it causes

could still escalate hospitalizations at a time when many

medical centers are already full.

“When we have millions and millions and millions of people,

all sick, all together at one time, it doesn’t take a large

percentage of those people to topple over the hospitals,”

said Dr. Hallie Prescott, associate professor of internal

medicine at the University of Michigan.

Hospitals are already strained.

Hospitals across the country are close to brimming, their

care wards filled with patients who have been ill with delta

or delayed treatments for so long during the pandemic that
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they now need critical care. About 1 in 10 hospital service

areas, scattered all over the United States, have had their

intensive care units at more than 90% capacity in recent

weeks.

“We have patients who are waiting in the emergency

department for ICU care, so we are providing ICU care in

the emergency department,” said Dr. Dani Hackner, chief

clinical officer of the Southcoast Hospital Group in

southeastern Massachusetts, which has postponed elective

surgeries to relieve pressure on its medical centers.

“I do think the coming month is going to be a very tough

month,” he added.

Hospital administrators say nurses and doctors are

overwhelmed and exhausted and that staffing shortages

are making matters worse. Several states, including

Massachusetts, have called on the National Guard to

provide extra support, and President Joe Biden recently

announced he would direct more military personnel to

assist overtaxed hospitals.

Not enough people are boosted, or vaccinated at all.

Public health experts are worried the millions of

unvaccinated or not-yet-boosted Americans are vulnerable

as omicron spreads. The variant is thought to evade

immunity from both vaccination and prior infection, but

early research suggests a booster provides the best

protection against infection. And vaccination, even without

the booster, is expected to maintain strong protection

against hospitalization and death.

Across the United States, nearly 62% of all people have

been fully vaccinated and about 19% have received an

additional booster dose, though not everyone is eligible

yet. The coverage rates vary widely by state, with some of

the lowest levels found in the South. The United States

overall lags behind many other nations, in part because of

vaccine hesitancy.

Booster rates are also low because the rollout is just getting

started. Adults and teens have been eligible for only a few

weeks, and some adults are not aware that the additional

shots are strongly recommended.
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The Biden administration this week again emphasized the

importance of being vaccinated or boosted as the most

powerful tool against omicron. Still, researchers say there is

significant uncertainty about what omicron will bring in the

coming weeks.

“The truth is that we could be looking at a Category 5

hurricane or a tropical storm,” said Julie Swann, a professor

of industrial and systems engineering at North Carolina

State University who was an adviser to the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention during the 2009 H1N1

pandemic. “But we have to prepare for the possibility of

that Category 5 hurricane.”
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Good Morning America

Omicron the Grinch hits kids, families days before
Christmas
Gretchen Lee, a third grader in Washington, D.C., was
wrapping up her last week in school ahead of Christmas break
when the unexpected happen. A fully vaccinated 8-year-old,…

Search For Best Vitamins For Neuropathy
Browse top options online with results from Yahoo Search.

The New York Times

Fox News Host's Incendiary Fauci Comments Follow a
Network Pattern
Fox News host Jesse Watters used notably violent language
this week in urging a gathering of conservatives to publicly
confront Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s foremost infectious…

Yahoo Finance

Omicron puts restaurants back in 'dire' straits as
cancellations mount, traffic drops
Closed doors, canceled reservations and sparse dining rooms
are once again the order of the day for eateries battered by
COVID-19 restrictions over the last two years.

CBS News

Texas board withdraws pardon recommendation for
George Floyd
Floyd, who was from Houston, was killed last year by former
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin.

Windows 11 brings you closer to what you love
Windows 11 is the one place for it all. With a fresh new feel
and tools that make it easier to be efficient, it has what you
need for whatever’s next.

Associated Press

US to lift omicron-linked travel ban on southern
Africa
The U.S. will lift travel restrictions on eight southern African
countries that it imposed to try to blunt the spread of the
COVID omicron variant, the White House announced Friday.…
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Omicron Drives U.S. Virus Cases Past Delta's Peak https://www.yahoo.com/news/omicron-drives-u-virus-cases-131412857.html
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Yahoo Sports

COVID-19 cases at Hawaii force the cancellation of
Friday's Hawaii Bowl
Hawaii was set to play Memphis on Friday.

USA TODAY

What's open Christmas Day 2021? CVS, Starbucks,
McDonald's and 7-Eleven, but Walmart, Costco closed
What's open on Christmas? For stores, CVS, Walgreens and
convenience stores. For restaurants, select Starbucks, Dunkin'
and McDonald's are open.

HELOC Line of Credit starting at 2.24% APR - $150K
Don't Borrow From Your Bank, Borrow From Your Home

Yahoo Life

Eggnog creamed spinach? 'Top Chef' Richard Blais
shares why the festive beverage is his secret weapon
for adding holiday cheer to classic side dishWhat can you use to kick creamed spinach up a notch? Chef
Richard Blais says eggnog is the perfect way to give the classic
side some holiday spice.

Washington Post

U.S. passports are about to get more expensive
As with everything else this year, the price of passports is
going up. Starting Dec. 27, the cost of a U.S. passport book will
rise $20 for all customers, the State Department announced…

Variety

Coldplay Will Stop Making Music in 2025, Says Chris
Martin
Coldplay is set to stop making music in 2025, lead singer Chris
Martin has confirmed. The vocalist made the announcement
during a pre-recorded BBC radio show, which he is co-…

7 Crucial Retirement Mistakes
Everyone knows they should consult a financial advisor for
retirement planning, but how do you choose which one? This
free tool makes it simple.

Yahoo News

DACA recipient travels more than 900 miles to
reunite with father after 8-year separation
The DACA-designated daughter of a Mexican immigrant father
who was deported back to Mazatlán, Mexico, in 2013, has
been reunited with her father for the first time in eight years.

The New York Times

Ad • LendingTree

Ad • SmartAsset
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Omicron Drives U.S. Virus Cases Past Delta's Peak https://www.yahoo.com/news/omicron-drives-u-virus-cases-131412857.html
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Despite Reforms, the Texas Electricity Grid Is Still
Vulnerable to Cold
ABILENE, Texas — Donna Boatright lives alone now in the
modest one-story house where her husband, Benny, froze to
death. Each day, she lights a candle by his photograph. Befor…

Yahoo Sports

Big names dealing with COVID-19 or injury going into
Week 16, fantasy semifinals
With the league-wide outbreak still raging, several key players
are still questionable headed into Week 16. Injuries also
continue to pile up, leaving fantasy managers scrambling.

Your gift is an investment in her future
The advances being made by researchers at St. Jude are
saving the lives of kids' afflicted with cancer, and you can help.

Associated Press

US sets shorter COVID-19 isolation rules for health
workers
Worried that a new COVID-19 wave could overwhelm
understaffed U.S. hospitals, federal officials on Thursday
loosened rules that call on health care workers to stay out o…

HuffPost Life

8 Of 2021's Best Beauty Trends And Products
A look back at some of 2021’s shining beauty moments and
why they rocked our vanities.

Detroit Free Press

Prosecutor reveals Oxford school shooting suspect's
graphic drawing
Prosecutors say the Oxford school shooting suspect's parents
ignored a major red flag that could have prevented the
massacre: their son's gun drawing.

Which Form of Magnesium Is Best For Your Goals?
A dietician explains which form of magnesium is her favorite
and why

National Review

Airlines Cancel Thousands of Christmas-Weekend
Flights amid Omicron Spread
Amid holiday-weekend disruption caused by the Omicron
variant, several thousand flights have been canceled around
the world, with hundreds canceled in the U.S.

Fox News

Ad • St. Jude

Ad • iHerb
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Omicron Drives U.S. Virus Cases Past Delta's Peak https://www.yahoo.com/news/omicron-drives-u-virus-cases-131412857.html
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Amelia Hamlin appears to shade ex Scott Disick in
2021 reflection post: ‘I lost my sense of self’
The model, 20, took to Instagram on Tuesday and shared a
slate of images that showed her year in review and Hamlin
didn’t hold back in the post caption seemingly shading her e…

Eat This, Not That!

Virus Expert Warns These 6 States Will Have Next
Surge
The COVID surge is in full force. "We're still seeing an average
of 1,300 Americans die from the virus each day while a
growing number of these cases are Omicron," said Dr. Micha…
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Omicron Drives U.S. Virus Cases Past Delta's Peak https://www.yahoo.com/news/omicron-drives-u-virus-cases-131412857.html
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